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The Natural Environment 
Seen as an amenity 

Maintain access to open spaces for 
recreation, water quality improvement, 
wildlife habitat, food production, and 
energy resources.  
 “Market/utilize outdoor amenities, 
especially natural (lakes, campgrounds, 
forest areas...parks, trails, multi-use 
fields, etc) to build community” 
“Greater use of our wonderful river - a 
last resource” 

Seen as wilderness 
“I want wild spaces” 

  
Energy 
Cost, concern 

“Community resilience in the face of 
rising energy costs and a changing 
climate is my main concern for the 
spaces and places I call home” 

Ownership and distribution 
“Incentives for distributed energy 
production (wind, solar, etc.) to produce 
on site & likewise distributed ownership 
of production (coop?)” 

Improve energy independence through energy 
conservation and use of local renewable energy 
resources (i.e., “a turbine on every corner”). 
Food  
Productive landscape 

“To be able to eat the fish I catch 
without worrying about what is in them 
that shouldn't be there…(to be able to 
feed them to my kids without feeling 
guilty)” 

Support local food production; expand 
community garden opportunities.  
Water Quality 
Lots of site-scale thinking 

Manage stormwater where it falls & 
treat it as a resource 

Some big scale thinking—Value / commodity 
Water - the new "gold" - so important to 
quality of healthy life 

Improve water quality of lakes and streams, and 
improve overall watershed management. 
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Ankeny 
Area 



The CBD and Southwest Suburbs comprise the vast 
majority (more than 60 percent) of financial 
and professional services-related activity and jobs. 
With two regional shopping malls, the Southwest 
Suburbs also include the largest agglomeration of 
retail activity. East Des Moines has been and 
continues to be a preferred heavy industrial location, 
containing roughly one-third of all jobs in the 
manufacturing, wholesale trade, and transportation 
and warehousing sectors. The Northwest 
Suburbs also comprise a strong share of lighter 
industrial activity traditionally associated with the 
wholesale trade and construction sectors. Including 
two major medical centers (Mercy and 
Broadlawns) and Drake University,15 the Northwest 
Des Moines subarea contains the largest 
concentration of employment in educational and 
healthcare services. 

Over the 39 year projection period, more than 
113,000 jobs are forecast to be added in the TTP 
Planning Area. Approximately 31 percent, or nearly 
36,000 additional jobs, are forecast to be added 
by 2020. An additional 78,000 jobs are forecast to 
be added between 2020 and 2050. 
The Southwest Suburbs (including West Des 
Moines) and the Des Moines Central Business 
District 
are forecast to capture a significant share of the 
employment growth. The two subareas are forecast 
to gain approximately 55,000 jobs, or 49 percent, of 
the total job growth. The remainder of forecast 
employment growth is relatively evenly distributed, 
with East Des Moines, South Des Moines, 
Northwest Des Moines, and the Northwest Suburbs 
each projected to add between 11,000 and 
15,000 jobs over the 2011 to 2050 period. The 
Ankeny Area is projected to add the smallest 
number and share of jobs by 2050. 
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