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Built Environment 

• Land Use 
• Infrastructure 
• Transportation 
• Air Quality 
• Water Quality 
• Public Health 

 
 
Economic Revitalization 

• Economic Development 
• Government Spending 
• High-Quality Education 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Social Equity 

• Placemaking 
• Community 
• Governance 
• Housing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Natural Environment 

• Hydrology 
• Landscape + Ecology 
• Climate + Climate Change 

 
 
Resource Flows 

• Energy Use 
• Waste 
• Food 

 
 
 
“The GDMP has been integrally involved in helping lead successful 
community visioning efforts in the recent past, including the Major 
Projects Task Force, the Capitol City Vision Plan, and Project 
Destiny, and will help lead the strategic regional visioning effort as 
part of the RPSD.”  

- RPSD Grant Application, Page 5 
August 23, 2010 

 
“The GDMP and the CF will simultaneously lead the efforts to 
produce a strategic plan for economic and workforce 
development. Given the profound connections of these two 
entities, the leadership of the GDMP and the CF in this 
component of the RPSD will ensure that private sector and 
business interests play significant roles in regional economic 
growth. Furthermore, technical staff, partners committee 
members, and steering committee members maintain 
overlapping positions with these endeavors.” 

- RPSD Grant Application, Page 19 
August 23, 2010 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Physical Capital 

• Plan for One Region, Shore Up Systems, Major 
Projects 

Wellness Capital 
• Catalogue and Advocate, Define and Design, 

Market and Measure 
 
 
Business Capital 

• Grow What’s Here, Start-Up and Sustain, Market 
and Attract 

Capital Corridor 
• Coordinate, Brand and Market, Plan 

Urban Core 
Capital Core 

• Neighborhood Improvement, Downtown, 
Regional Context 

 
 
Human Capital 

• Cradle to Career, Talent Magnet, Social Well-
Being 

Social Capital 
• Leadership, Diversity, Community and Civility 

Cultural Capital 
• Capacity and Coordination, Infrastructure and 

Events, Community Building 
Governance Capital 

• Communicate and Coordinate, Maximize 
Resources, Advocate 

 
 
 
 
 
Environmental Capital 

• Develop and Enhance, Sustain for Gain, Manage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Ultimately what Capital Crossroads provides the region is a 
clear direction for the future… Capital Crossroads nevertheless 
provides a sturdy platform to ground regional partners’ ongoing 
and new efforts moving forward.”  
 

- Capital Crossroads Strategic Plan, Page 10 
September 7, 2011 
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Integrated Approach: 
Partnering for a Greener 
Greater Des Moines

BUILDING ON EXISTING PLANS: Previous efforts like Capital Crossroads, 
DART 2035, individual communities’ comprehensive plans, and others represent 
an enormous investment of effort and ideas. These plans provide an opportunity 
to leverage parallel initatives for a sustainable Greater Des Moines.
The diagram above illustrates how existing plans focus on different thematic 
areas within the sustainability framework.

MUTUAL SUPPOrT: The Tomorrow Plan focuses on the policy and physical 
choices that affect the multiple systems within the holistic framework for 
sustainability. The Tomorrow Plan will promote coordinated development 
and smart, managed regional growth—as called for in Capital Crossroads—
and should be supportive of and integrated with other plans.

THE FOUNDATION: We use an integrated Framework for Sustainability: 
the center point highlights the “sweet spot” where the systems overlap. 
Understanding systems and revealing their overlaps is at the heart our 
approach to The Tomorrow Plan.
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